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Recommendations for Lack of Market Access for Farmers 
& Inadequate or Unhealthy Food Availability in Cities
• Facilitate the setting up of local producer markets in decentralized manner, enabling easy access both to primary 
producers and to consumers. These can be between two rural areas (including through fair barter), or between 
villages and towns/cities.
• Incentivise organic, small-holder or artisanal based produce in these markets; if big producers are also allowed, 
ensure that they do not dominate.
• Do not allow corporate companies to enter such markets.
• Facilitate fair price-setting by making full information available to producers and consumers; facilitate mutual 
negotiations in a transparent setting amongst them.
• Enable access to low-income families to organic produce through cross-subsidies, ethical investments by 
consumers and others, making special arrangements in fair price shops/PDS, and absorbing some of the 
producers’ costs like infrastructure at the market and/ortransportation of produce.
• Remove GST and any other such taxes that make the playing field even more unequal for artisanal and 
handmade produce, including handicrafts.
• Proactively make arrangements for regular visits of urban consumers of all ages to the where primary producers 
work, to see, understand, and participate in production processes, and transition from being passive consumers 
to becoming sensitive partners.

• Prioritise small producers (who constitute most of the producers in India), including farmers, pastoralists, 
fishers, forest-dwellers, craftspersons.
• Facilitate the formation of collectives of such people, especially the more vulnerable sections, at village and 
village cluster level; ensure that they have adequate access to land and other productive assets.
• Support, promote, practice organic, biologically diverse, locally ecosensitive agriculture, with food as the highest 
priority. Promote the
setting up of Community Grain Banks, build on traditional systems of storing and passing on local genetic 
material of crops and livestock.
• Ensure optimal use of water, giving high priority to dryland and rainfed farming; dis-incentivise use of bore wells 
and water intensive crops, and incentivize the rejuvenation of open wells and other traditional and new systems 
that optimize water use.
• To enable small producers to switch to such agriculture, transfer chemical fertilizer and any other Green 
Revolution related subsidy to organic inputs and other facilities to help in the transition period; but such support 
must help reach self-reliance and sovereignty, not become a perpetual dependence on government.
• Actively disincentivize big producers, especially corporate ones, through taxation and other means.
• Prioritise procurement of local produce in PDS, mid-day meals, anganvadi and other such programmes 
(empowering local communities to run them), in relevant public institutions such as hospitals, schools and 
colleges, and in private institutions; incentivize crops, livestock, fisheries that are suited to local agroecological 
conditions and small producer systems.
• Do not further compromise food sovereignty and security, by signing on to more trade deregulation/free trade 
agreements; get out of any existing such agreements.

Recommendations for Food Insecurity in Villages



• Ensure the establishment or strengthening of local health facilities (PHCs, etc), integrating diverse systems of 
medicine and healthcare, under the overall governance of institutions of local self-governance in association with 
relevant government departments and civil society organisations; use the principle of subsidiarity, i.e. what can be 
dealt with at this local level should be, and block/district/state level facilities should only be for specialized services 
beyond this.
• Enable institutions of local self-governance to make effective use of traditional and new social media for all kinds 
of information flow and transparency (schemes/programmes, rules/laws, emergency measures for crises)
• Such institutions to have an updated roster of all vulnerable families/individuals and their specific needs
• Ensure that there is a special focus to facilitate the views and opinions of women and children
• Enable the convergence of all relevant government staff, overcoming their departmental silos, NGOs and local 
self-governance instit tions
• Facilitate the understanding and planning of, and actions on, health, food, nutrition, livelihoods (agriculture, craft, 
entrepreneurship) in a holistic manner.
• Experiment with learning and education through life and throughout life,consisting of arts, music, dance, basic 
health and hygiene for everyone.

Recommendations for Local Capacity to Handle Health and Other Emergencies

• Promote localized livelihoods and local markets, giving priority to farmers, forest-dwellers, fishers, pastoralists, 
craftspersons, and other such producers
• Promote sustainable nature and natural resource based livelihoods, and the conservation of ecosystems and 
environment they are dependent on.
• Promote self-reliance and self-governance, empowering gram sabhas, mohalla sabhas, and other such local 
settlement based units of decision making. Give maximum priority to the full participation of women and other 
vulnerable sections/people.
• Enable creation of a Village Fund with appropriate rules of transparency,community benefit, and rotation of 
control.
• Prioritize local administration, leaders and workers for effective implementation of programs and policies.
• Support implementation of laws like Forest Rights Act, Panchayati Raj Act and Panchayat (Extensions to 
Scheduled areas) Act, and NREGA; connect programmes with them that create long-term local resources and 
capacities for communities to achieve self-reliance and self-governance
• Phase out policies and programmes that incentivize or force long-distance market dependence for basic needs
• Review all development activities and policies that involve irreversible destruction of nature and natural 
resources
• Eliminate incentives and sops to big industries, for all products and services that can be produced and 
exchanged/distributed through local communities and distributed/decentralized entities
• Eliminate incentives for machine production of products that can be produced through labour intensive methods
• Stop weakening or dilution or sidestepping of laws that safeguard basic rights of people, and conservation of 
nature and the environment
• Stop unfair taxation, levies, etc (e.g. GST) on handmade products and processes; ensure MSPs for all such farm/
forest/fishery produce and handicrafts, while not forcing producers to only sell to government agencies.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RURAL LIVELIHOOD INSECURITY LEADING TO OUTMIGRATION




